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Re: Promotion of Dr.                  to Associate Professor of Surgery, Clinical Educator Track 

Dear Professor Turnage: 

I have been asked to write a letter of recommendation for the promotion of Dr.        to the rank of 

Associate Professor of Surgery on the Clinical Educator Track at the University of Arkansas for Medical 

Sciences. I have known Dr.          for the last two years and he has served as one of our editorial 

reviewers for the Journal innovations for the last year. I am Professor of Surgery here at the University 

of 

Texas Southwestern Medical Center and Chairman of the Division of Thoracic Surgery. I appreciate 

receiving and reviewing the guidelines for promotion and tenure at the University of Arkansas Medical 

Sciences Center. 

Dr.             is a general thoracic surgeon, a highly trained subspecialist in the field of cardiothoracic 

surgery. His cardiothoracic training was performed at the highly acclaimed Texas Heart Institute and then 

he completed a General Thoracic Surgery Fellowship at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in 2009. M.D. 

Anderson Cancer Center is one of the best training programs in the world for general thoracic surgery 

with specialty emphasis in cancer care. He published several peer reviewed articles during that time and 

participated in an international clinical symposium in Slovinia. His interest, training and experience make 

him particularly suited for academic practice. 

In his four years of academic life, he has been quite successful at the University of Arkansas Medical 

Sciences Center accomplishing almost every goal of the cJinical educator track. He has achieved clinical 

excellence as exemplified by his being on the "Dean's list: Circle of Excellence" since 2011 and being 

named to the Best Doctors List in the Arkansas Times. He is currently the Assistant Director of the 

Medical Student Surgery Clerkship and served as its director for a two year tenn from 2010�2012. He has 

received numerous teaching awards there at the University of Arkansas from both the surgery residents as 

well as the medical students demonstrating his exceHent in teaching. He has six peer-reviewed publications, 

more than the one per year requisite for promotion. In addition he published one abstract, 
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